[bookmark: _GoBack]The article of discussion in this paper is Shadows and Sovereigns written by Nordstrom (2000) whilst also drawing on ideas from Tilly (1985), war making and state making. As defined by Nordstrom (2000), Shadows are studies of the grey and black markets that focus on high risk items such as weapons and drugs. They are international and whilst they remain largely invisible they consist of majority of the worlds economy. In her article Nordstrom (2000) emphasises on the idea that the involvement of illegal trade allows for individuals to run legal lives and gives them the ability to access daily necessities such as food, clothing and medication. Nordstrom also uses ideas from Charles Tilly`s war making and state making to outline that the formation of our global markets comes from shadow networks that are shaped today by authority and power. Overall this paper examines the main ideas of Nordstrom (2000) in how shadows networks operate and the reliance that the economy has on these networks. 
One of the points that Nordstrom (2000) talks about draws on the idea that those who operate illegally do so by running legal lives. She states that “all of these people are deeply immersed in society and civil life” (Nordstrom, 2000). She uses various examples such as the farmers who plant drug related crops do so in order to provide for their children and families. She also outlines that partaking in things such as drug smuggling allows for the practice of illegal trades to operate legally and gives the means to provide daily necessities like food, clothing and medication. Nordstrom (2000) emphasises on the notion that as dangerous and illegal drug trade can be, it is often the means in which individuals use to access legitimate trades such as investments into land developments and political partnerships which form our global markets. This demonstrates that those who gain from shadow transactions rely too deeply on sources that come from within which include power, profit and supply. These sources allow for the development of legal enterprises and without these sources the legitimacy of the network will become difficult to maintain. This defines the realities of how shadows systems operate and also illustrates the ways in which the shadow networks overlap and that they can function at any given time in any surrounding.  
 Nordstrom (2000) also emphasises on the idea that while illicit trades will always operate around the world, they consist of a large amount of the worlds power structures and economy. This is demonstrated as according to the Unites Nations drug earnings alone make about US 500 billion a year (Nordstrom, 2000). It is therefore recognised that without the exchanges of global shadow networks the world’s economy would be in chaos as majority of the earnings received through illicit trade networks establish profits for legitimate business. This in turn questions the very nature of the power that arises from shadow networks. Similar to the ideas of Nordstrom (2000), Tilly`s war making and state making also reminds us that the distinctions of legal and illegal trade are of little importance in the process of state development. Tilly (1985) outlines that the states aim to control the use of power through the fear of violence however there is no difference between the violence employed by the states and the violence created by anyone else. He argues that the states gain legitimacy by creating a threat only to monopolise power because it gains force more effectively therefore outlining that authority and power are shaped today by shadow systems (Tilly 1985). 
In conclusion Nordstrom (2000) looks at the interrelationship between legal/illegal trades and how they are being used in our daily lives. Nordstrom (2000) outlines that as dangerous and illegal drug trade can be, it is often one of the main ways individuals are able to access legitimate trades such as investments into land developments and political partnerships which form our global markets. She also outlines the reliance that the economy has on shadow networks and emphasises on the idea that without these networks the world’s economy would be in chaos. Nordstrom also used the ideas of Tilly (1985) to emphasise that state development takes no notice on the difference between legitimate/illegitimate trade and that the states gain control by creating a threat in order to gain force. Overall Nordstrom (2000) provides an eye-opening piece that outlines the ways in which shadow networks operate to shape our worlds economies. 
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